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Connections

The Taylor Anderson Memorial Gift Fund

Andy Anderson

This article was kindly contributed by Andy
Anderson, father of Taylor Anderson. Taylor was a
JET Programme Participant based in Ishinomaki City,
Miyagi Prefecture, who passed away in the Great East

Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.

Taylor was awarded a Summer Undergraduate
Research Fellowship between her sophomore and
junior years at Randolph Macon College in Ashland,
Virginia. She chose to study some of the works of
Japanese author Haruki Murakami. One of the points
she concluded Murakami made was there is a need
for connections among people for problems to be
solved. That conclusion is certainly on target for the
challenges created by the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami. What we strive to do with Taylor’s fund
is make the connections which lead to relationships
that will help schools, students and families recover as
we believe Taylor would wish. The JET community,
Taylor’s Japanese friends, and Ambassador and Mrs.
Fujisaki were instrumental in connecting us to the
people in Japan who could help make this wish a

reality.

What we are doing now and hope to do for years
to come is to build on Taylor’s dream to be a bridge
between our two countries. One level of connection
that will take many years to solve is how displaced
families and workers go forward. They are perhaps
in temporary housing now and there are so many
decisions to be made that will affect whether they start
over somewhere else or return to their family home.

The same can be said for businesses as well.

While those decisions are being made we think
Taylor’s focus would be on students. They need the

opportunity to continue to grow and learn while the

That is the

connection we are working on making with Taylor’s

long process of reconstruction continues.

fund. Those students will continue to be nurtured by
their parents and teachers.
that effort.

Taylor’s fund supports

One example is the Taylor Anderson Reading
Corners or Bunkos that will be at each of the seven
The book shelves

are being made locally by Endo Shinichi-san who

schools in which Taylor taught.

lost three children in the tsunami, two of whom were
taught by Taylor-sensei. Sixty of Taylor’s favorite
children’s books and over 200 books chosen by the
school are part of the Taylor Bunko.

Jean, Julz, Jeff and I traveled to Ishinomaki this
past September to help dedicate the first Taylor Bunko
at Mangokuura Elementary School. Part of what
we shared with Taylor’s sixth grade students at the
September 6™ Taylor Bunko Dedication was:

“The Dedication on the bookshelf and the book
labels read ‘In memory of Taylor Anderson and all
loved ones lost on March 11, 2011. We will never be
at peace with losing Taylor and we share that feeling
with the many others who lost loved ones on March
11. What we can be at peace with is how well we
honor and remember them. And most of all, how
well we are inspired and follow their good examples.
Reading inspired Taylor to live her dreams and we
hope the books and computer software will help

inspire you to find and live yours.

We hope when you think of the Taylor Bunko you
think of finding your dreams and having the courage
and energy to live them. That would make Taylor
happy. But we hope most of all that you remember

this gift is from the love that Taylor had for you, her
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students.”

Two additional Taylor Bunkos have been installed
at Watanoha Junior High School and Watanoha
Elementary Schools. These schools are in temporary
facilities while the Watanoha area reconstruction plans
are being formulated. We have also worked with
groups in America who want to tailor their giving
in a specific way. For example, “Hearts for Japan”,
a group from Washington, DC contributed books to

other Ishinomaki schools through Taylor’s fund.

Her fund is working with Living Dreams: Smile
Kids Japan (http://www.smilekidsjapan.org/) to
provide long term support to orphans. Taylor’s fund is
supporting the Asahigaoka Gakuen children’s home in
Kesennuma. Fourteen children had a wonderful time
at English Adventure Camp this past summer and the
home administrators were so pleased with the results
that we will expand the program to thirty children
this summer. The fund also supported a Christmas
Wish Program which provided personally chosen gifts
to the 72 children and gave them a Christmas party
with JETs. That will be repeated this year as well.
Taylor’s fund also participated in Volunteer Akita’s
successful fund raising drive to send a high school
senior to college. JETs are Home Communication
Managers for some of the Tohoku Children’s Homes
and their active involvement makes a big difference to

these children.

Funds have been donated to help the more than
200 orphans from the Tohoku disaster stay in the
homes of a relative rather than go to a children’s
home. Average school costs are approximately $260 a
month which is the major expense “The Fund for the
Future of Children affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake” pays.

Also, many universities have provided scholarships
for Tohoku students affected by the disaster, but
the students’ families must pay entrance exam fees
approaching $3,000 to be able to take advantage of
the scholarships. Taylor’s fund has and will help

with these fees through a non-profit called “Hope for

Tomorrow”.

There are 120 JETs in Miyagi, the prefecture
in which Ishinomaki is located. Taylor’s fund is
providing micro-grants to empower Miyagi JETs to
go beyond the classroom to be active participants and
This idea
was created and implemented by CIR Cameron Peek
and his fellow MAJET officers.

added Japanese translation to Taylor’s favorite books

leaders in their schools and communities.

This group has also

for the Taylor Bunkos.

Long term, Taylor’s fund will support Exchange
and Scholarship programs for years to come all with
the idea of helping students live their dreams as Taylor
did. We are working with the YMCA and Ishinomaki
Senshu University on these programs. This year a
small number of students representing three of the
Junior High Schools where Taylor taught will visit
Taylor’s hometown of Richmond, VA.

Over $330,000 has been raised in Taylor’s honor
to date. We couldn’t do this without St. Catherine’s
who donates their time and expertise so that 100%
of the money donated goes to these efforts in Japan.
They are also organizing a spring break trip to Japan
next year for 10-12 high school students to explore
Japan and work on projects related to Taylor’s fund

(http://www.st.catherines.org/tayloranderson).

So these are some of the connections Taylor’s fund
is making to help with recovery. A very important part
of the recovery is how do the hundreds of thousands
of individuals affected, whether it be the loss of a
family member or friend, their home or job, heal
That will

happen with very personal connections which offer

from the personal loss that they have felt.

hope, inspiration and healing. The JET community
has the opportunity to make those connections every
day and are a vital part of recovery from the Great

East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.
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