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Making a Difference Post-JET

My love for Japan began in primary school, when I
started studying Japanese and travelled to Japan on a school
trip. Throughout high school and university I continued to
complement my Japanese studies with trips and hosting
Japanese students in our family home, and then after graduating
on a working holiday in Fukuoka Prefecture for 18 months.
When [ first heard about the JET Programme from a CIR friend
I knew it was what I wanted to do. One of my goals as a JET
participant was to make a difference to the community in which
I was placed, and I feel I was able to achieve that to some
degree. It was such a wonderful experience teaching at the local
kindergartens and primary schools, visiting a disabled group and
retirement home, preparing students for their annual study tour
to Queensland and welcoming Australian students to our small
town in the mountains of Shikoku.

After three life-changing years as a CIR, I have found a
job back in Australia that I am deeply passionate about and
am able to help other students to have the same opportunities.
I now work in the Queensland Department of Education, as
a project officer for study tours. Study tours are short term
programs for overseas students in Queensland Government
schools, incorporating study, leisure and homestay. In my role 1
liaise with overseas schools or agencies, as well as Queensland
Government schools, to prepare and manage the programs. I
sometimes have the opportunity to meet Japanese clients, give
presentations in Japanese and interpret during these meetings,
making use of the Japanese skills and cultural knowledge 1
gained on the JET Programme. I see my work as one small
way that I can contribute to Australia-Japan relations at the
grassroots level.

In the past year, my job has allowed me to work on a
number of interesting projects such as a Japanese Cultural Day
for teachers, Ipswich-Nerima sister city study tour and more
recently the Minamisanriku study tour. Twenty four students
came from three junior high schools in Minamisanriku Town,
Miyagi Prefecture, on a study tour to the Gold Coast from 25
March to 1 April 2012. Many of these students were directly
affected by the devastating earthquake and tsunami that
occurred on March 11, 2011. The project was different to other
study tours that I had looked after, in that it involved liaising
directly with the Australian Embassy, had media involvement
and was also being funded by various organisations including
the Australia-Japan Foundation.

When my manager and [ met the Minamisanriku students
at the Gold Coast Airport I was impressed by the students’
eagerness to use English, as they exchanged money and
purchased drinks at the airport shops. It was heart-warming to
see their smiles and excitement to be in Queensland, even after
such a long journey. The students had a very busy schedule
while in Queensland and were able to experience many things
including homestay with Australian families, tree-planting
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volunteer work at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, studying
English, attending classes with local students, playing sports,
shopping, visiting theme parks, and sightseeing. It was great to
hear that many of the students overcame their fear of the ocean
while on the Gold Coast, swimming and playing in the sand at
Surfers Paradise Beach. At the farewell ceremony organised
by the host school, Helensvale State High School, it was very
emotional listening to the speeches made by the Minamisanriku
students. My emotions overflowed when they sang Furusato,
as we all remembered what had happened just a year earlier
in their hometown. I felt really proud when the escorting staff
said we had helped change the lives of these students and given
them hope for the future. I am so grateful to everyone who was
involved in this project and thank them for their assistance in
making it such a success.

The JET Programme contributed so much to my life
personally and professionally, and I am honoured to be able to
contribute something back to Australia-Japan relations through
my current job and as a member of JETAA. Being a committee
member of JETAA Queensland gives me the opportunity to
promote the JET Programme to others and encourage other
JET alumni to continue their relationship with Japan. JETAA
Queensland continues to fundraise for earthquake affected areas,
including Ishinomaki City. I think that is the best part of being a
JET alumni - even after JET, we can still make a difference.
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For further information on the Minamisanriku Study Tour
please refer to the website.
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