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Connection

‘Internationalisation’ seems to be a popular buzz word
these days. Personally I prefer the word ‘connection.” Through
connections we learn about each other, share memories, and
develop mutual understanding and respect. They are the steps
that we take every day on the path to internationalisation,
achievable and rewarding. I have made it my goal to connect
with many people, something JET has greatly enabled me to do,
whether through my work or interaction with the community. I
believe this goal will naturally lead to internationalisation, as |
and my fellow JETs connect with Japanese people all over the
country.

I am a third year JET working as an ALT PA in Miyazaki
Prefecture. As an ALT, I teach at three main schools: a
vocational high school, an academic high school, and a
disability school. I also visit several other disability schools
for special cultural exchange days throughout the year. As a PA
I work in the Miyazaki Prefecture Board of Education School
Policy Division, helping 63 ALTs across the prefecture to
adjust to life in Japan, answering their questions, and preparing
orientations. It is a very busy role that keeps me on my toes,
but I can honestly say that at the end of every day I return home
from work feeling like I am doing something worthwhile with
my life.

I took over the above duties from August 2013. It was
the start of my third year on the JET Programme. Previously
I worked at six different junior high schools across Miyazaki
city, and was delighted to see some of the students who I had
taught when they were in junior high. I was really impressed
that they still remembered my name, but this is possibly because
I introduced myself in all my classes as “Jackie Chan,” who
despite his age still seems quite popular among teenagers in
Japan (or at least well known). My name is just one of the many
things that I laughed about with my students at school. There
have been times when we laughed so hard that we cried in
class or couldn’t finish our school lunches in time. I think one
of the most important aspects of my role as an ALT is to laugh
with my students. It makes students feel more comfortable
communicating with me, and creates a connection. It is also very
rewarding for me to see their smiles when I enter the classroom.

The best part is that it doesn’t end there; life outside of
work is just as satisfying. When I first came to Japan I wanted
to get more involved in the local community and make some
friends of my own age, so I sought out a local Rotaract Club to
join. Rotaract is the young version of Rotary International, for
people aged 18-30. I was a member of Rotaract in Australia as
well, which helped a lot with the initial language barriers, as 1
already understood the basic structure of the club. Despite this,
there were still times when I showed up to meetings or events
not knowing what we were actually doing there, but wanting to
participate anyway. At those times my fellow members always
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took the time to explain everything to me. Their patience and
kindness seem endless for which I am very grateful.

My friends in Rotaract have helped me not only to
understand our Rotaract meetings, but also to adjust to life in
Japan. I have noticed a change in them as well since I entered
the club. They are always conscious about the words they
use, and don’t talk too fast when I am there. At the same time
however, they treat me not as a foreigner, but as a person. We
don’t talk about how well I use chopsticks or how tall I am.
Instead we talk about everyday life; such as work, relationships
and pop culture. I am reminded of the difference whenever we
have joint meetings or activities with other Rotaract clubs in
the area. The members of other clubs make exceptions for me,
or make assumptions about what I can and can’t understand.
They are sometimes overly excited or nervous when talking to
me, not knowing what to say or how to approach me. I think
this difference highlights how my connections in Rotaract have
fostered internationalisation.

Through Rotaract I have been given the opportunity to
give back to the community. Our club planted acorn trees in
a reforestation project, picked-up trash in the downtown area,
and raised money to support a local organization called “Jirai
Zero Miyazaki” that is working to help deactivate landmines in
Cambodia, just to name a few activities. I am currently working
on connecting my Miyazaki club to my club back in Australia,
forming a sister club relationship, so that the connections
between Brisbane and Miyazaki can continue to grow even after
I eventually return to my home country. It is my hope that this
connection will lead to international understanding between
the members of the two clubs as well as the creation of joint
international projects.

During my time in Japan I have made connections with
my students, with my colleagues, with other JET participants,
with the members of the clubs and classes I have joined, and
with the wider community in which I live. I believe it is these
connections that foster international understanding and result
in globally-minded people. The JET Programme enables these
connections, by bringing young, open-minded people to Japan
and giving them the opportunity to live and teach in local
communities. Connections make the world go ‘round.” What
new connections have you made today?
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