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Once a JET, Always a JET

In July 1990 when I first arrived in Japan as a new ALT
straight out of college, I would never have predicted that I
would rejoin JET in 2003. Neither did I expect that I would
eventually become a long-term resident in Kobe and an officer
of the Western Japan Chapter of JET Alumni Association. JET
has been such a fulfilling part of my life, so much so that it has
become second nature for me to look for ways to pay back the
various kindnesses I have received directly or indirectly because
of my JET experience.

What motivates me to stay active as a JET alumna? One of
the major factors is knowing that there are former participants
like me who have gained enough language proficiency to work
in Japan but have difficulty finding jobs. Prime Minister Abe
and other government officials are trying to promote Japan
as a global tourist destination, but the truth is that the foreign
language speaking abilities of most Japanese people are still
not where they could be. I also believe that for cultural reasons,
Japanese people have different PR and marketing styles and tend
to be hesitant to boast about their homeland, whereas expats do
not have the same hesitation and are quite adept at sharing their
unique experiences in Japan with the outside world via social
media such as Facebook, Twitter, You Tube, and other means.

I truly believe that JET participants who can speak and
read Japanese can be a great asset to local tourism agencies and
hospitality industry service providers, especially with Tokyo
getting ready to host the Olympic Games in 2020. Unfortunately,
it can be a challenge to match non-reappointing active JETs
and JET alumni to Japanese businesses. I hope that by sharing
my own post-JET story, the door can be opened slightly wider
to alumni who wish to stay and continue acting as goodwill
ambassadors for Japan and further contribute to international
understanding.

1 have been working for a hotel in Kobe since 2008. I had
the good fortune to become acquainted with the hotel's owner
and CEO, who is also a fellow alumnus of Cornell University,
when [ stayed at the hotel during a JET conference in 2005.
Although I wanted to work in Japan after completing my JET
appointment, I was unsuccessful in finding a suitable position,
so I moved back to my hometown, Los Angeles, in August 2006.

I had promised my 3" year junior high school students in
Shimane that I would make a return visit for their graduation
ceremony in March 2007. Coincidentally, that month there was a
Cornell alumni gathering in Osaka, so I signed up to participate
and booked myself a room at the hotel I stayed at 2 years earlier.

I had the pleasure of coming across the owner of the hotel
again at this event. To my surprise, he offered me a position
at the hotel as an in-house English language trainer and
foreign VIP liaison because the hotel was scheduled to host an
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international conference in 2008. Almost 7 years later, I am still
here, now in charge of international sales for the convention
department and greatly enjoying the challenging new position.

Something I also appreciate is staying in touch with
some of the students I had taught during my time on the JET
Programme in Shimane. I was delighted to see one English
speech contest winning student in particular pursue a career in
the same hospitality field. I was deeply impressed and proud
of her conscientiousness, dedication and accomplishments
demonstrated when she worked as a part-time staff at my place
of work. Building on that work experience, she was able to
secure a position at a hotel in Kyoto upon graduation. It is
extremely rewarding to see a young junior high school girl grow
and transform into a successful career woman. It is truly a gift
to have served as her ALT, and now as her mentor.

I know I am not the only former JET participant who has
found a meaningful way to contribute to Japan's tourism efforts
and private sector economic recovery, but I hope that more JET
participants will have similar opportunities in the future. As
a JET Alumni Association officer, I would like to work with
my fellow officers and organizations affiliated with the JET
Programme both in Japan and around the world to make the
road after JET smoother for JET participants, especially those
who continue to work in Japan. Furthermore, it is my hope to
expand and explore new ways in which JET alumni may be

utilized to their maximum potential.

Profile

Nuntica Tanasugarn is from Los Angeles, USA. She
participated in the JET Programme twice in Shimane as an
ALT in Gotsu City between the years of 1990 and 1993, then in
Hamada City from 2003 to 2006. She is currently Vice President
of the JET Alumni Association — Western Japan Chapter. Also a
member of the Cornell University Council, Nuntica serves as a
volunteer for the US College Alumni Network Japan (USCANLI)
whose aim is to increase the number of Japanese students
enrolling at American colleges and universities. She is also an
active member of the American Chamber of Commerce Japan’s
Kansai Chapter.
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