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TVMCHANGF AND TEACHING PROGRAMME

El terrer

My Beautiful Experiences in Tokushima

Lee Darnell
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When I first came to Japan as an Assistant Language Teacher
(ALT), I was quite nervous. Becoming an ALT and being able to
teach in Japan was a dream of mine that I wanted to fulfill, but my
lack of experience at the time caused me to have a slight lack of
confidence. However, by the time I was warmly welcomed into the
Tokushima community by my new colleagues at each of my
schools and received valuable advice from my ALT peers, my cour-
age to move forward in my new job as an ALT grew and I told my-
self “I can do this!” As an ALT, I have had many important oppor-
tunities, which of course includes my job as a assistant teacher of
English. In accordance with the JET programme and my own wish-
es as well, I also do what I can to promote cultural exchange. This
is a goal of mine which has never faltered since I promised myself
that from the beginning. For that purpose, I am willing and able to
answer any questions that my students or people in my community
may ask me so that they may get a better understanding of who I
am and where I come from.

In the past year and even now, I have done quite a lot for the
purpose of cultural exchange. Especially in elementary schools,
where I receive advice and support from the Japanese Teacher of
English (JTE) and conduct the classes with a high degree of free-
dom, I am able to show my students examples of natural English or
slang and tell them stories about where I come from. At one of my
local junior high schools, however, I give vocabulary and grammar
support to the students and add some cultural information to the
lesson in accordance with the theme set by the JTE. In addition, my
junior high school JTE devised an activity that seems to have be-
come a tradition at our school. At different times during the year,
we visit a local tourist spot called Kazura-Bashi. There the students
sell metal pins with the school mascot printed on them and pass out
maps of the Kazura-Bashi region to both Japanese and foreign tour-
ists from many different countries. This activity also gives them the
opportunity to practise their English in a real and natural way. My
hope is that through this, they will also come to like learning Eng-
lish and have the confidence to speak with native English speakers.

The JET Programe ALT community in Tokushima is both
large and close. Outside of our work, we sometimes volunteer our
free time to get involved in our local communities. One particularly
important event is the annual Child Welfare Centre Christmas Par-
ty, where we visit various centres throughout the prefecture to give
presents to the children there and play games or do activities with
them. My first year, I volunteered as a coordinator for this event
and collected the names, ages, and genders of all the children in
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one of the centres so the other volunteers would know what kinds
of gifts to buy them. I volunteered in a similar fashion the follow-
ing year by collecting cash donations and buying all the gifts for
the children in the centre. It is a very rewarding experience to give
children an opportunity to celebrate the Christmas holiday who oth-
erwise might not have that chance.

Another one of our big annual events in Tokushima is the
Tokushima Association for JET Programme participants (AJET)
Musical. This is a long running tradition that has been continuing
for over 20 years. Every year around March, ALTs put on a show
for children to give them the opportunity to hear real and natural
English, which is easy enough for them to understand at a basic
level. To help in their understanding as well, we insert parts of Jap-
anese culture. For example, being that the musical is in Tokushima
Prefecture, the setting of the musical’s story may also be in Tokush-
ima. Some lines are also delivered in Japanese. These adaptations
help the audience to become more familiar with the stories, as well
as capture their interest. Every year, since the musical is funded
through donations, entrance is completely free and is therefore very
accessible.

Since I became an ALT, I have had numerous invaluable ex-
periences that I will always remember. Being an ALT on the JET
Programme is not just a teaching job for me. It has allowed me to
teach my students the importance of cultural exchange. It is also a
good idea to be able to show the people in my local community a
bit more about my culture through the various volunteer opportuni-
ties I have been given as a member of the JET Programme. After
my tenure on the JET Programme, I also want to be able to share
with other Americans about Japanese culture and language, because
many people in my home town know little about Japan. I hope to
dispel any prejudices or stereotypes they may hold in their minds. |
want to express my unending gratitude to those who established the
JET Programme as well. From the opportunities I have been given,
I have learned so much and gained valuable skills that will help me
in my personal and professional life.
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