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A Life-Changing and Future-Shaping Experience

Louise Dendy

There are certain brief moments when your life comes to a

turning point, and one of those happened to me in my final year of
university. A friend from my Japanese class was going to an expla-
nation meeting about the JET Programme, and asked me to come
along. I had already secured a job as an Assistant Language Teach-
er (ALT) in a French university so originally wrote it off, however
the subsequent meeting eventually led me to hold a job with the
same title, but very different content, half way around the world.

I spent two years as an ALT at Elementary and Junior High
School in Kobe, a job which involves not only teaching English but
also forming strong bonds with the students. Cleaning classrooms
together, working on the English Club’s rakugo (Japanese comedy)
performances together, and playing tag in the playground together
with students are memories I will continue to hold dear to me for
years to come.

My roles changed dramatically when I switched to the Coordi-
nator for International Relations (CIR) position in Kobe City Hall’s
International Department, and I did in turn- my bright coloured
clothes and jewellery were replaced with more subtle tones as |
changed from working with young children to a different age group.
However, as well as the changes, I noticed that there were many
facets of my ALT job which carried across and served me in my
new position. My acclimatisation to standing in front of large class-
es proved indispensable when interpreting for the Mayor at events
with hundreds of participants. Close communication with other

teachers refined my Japanese skills, as well as =
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my cultural sensitivity. And my “nomunication”
(communication through drinking) was refined
from attending many staff get-togethers!

My first ever time interpreting as a CIR

EERREICT
Speaking at a
dinner in front of 400 people: I was thrown in  press conference

was for the Mayor giving a speech at a gala
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Ambassadors

at the deep end, but despite my nerves I managed to get through it,
and it worked wonders to expand my comfort zone. Each new ex-
perience as a CIR interpreting in front of large crowds, for dignitar-
ies, and even for royalty provided an exciting new challenge and
pushed me further and further.

My love for Kobe grew as time went by, so I was delighted to
be offered my current position as Kobe’s PR Specialist after my
term of appointment on the JET Programme. My duties again
changed radically, and now include running the city’s English web-
site and social media, writing articles for the government’s paper,
and managing the Kobe PR Ambassador scheme, which I set up to
leverage non-Japanese residents as a way to further spread the word
about Kobe. The nervous feeling I had at the gala dinner returned
to me recently when I had a 10-minute interview on live television,
but I could use the skills I gained through my time as a JET partici-
pant to calm my nerves and speak confidently. I am sure I will con-
tinue to use the skills I obtained on the JET Programme as a base
for my future career development.

Although I may no longer be on the JET Programme, I am
surrounded by a vast network of alumni who have taken part at
some point over the past 30 years, and continue to contribute to the
relationship between Japan and their countries, whether it be direct-
ly through diplomacy, through their global-level careers here in Ja-
pan, or through Japanese organisations around the world. This
strong network attests to the JET Programme’s capacity to ingrain a
passion for Japan in people far and wide, and is a testament to its
success in building upon the country’s relationships abroad.

There is no doubt that without the JET Programme and its
comprehensive network to support participants in coming to Japan, I
would not have made the leap and would not be looking to dedicate
my future to this country, and I am confident that the tens of thou-
sands of past and current JETs who have done so too would say the
same. The Programme provides an ideal platform for young people
to develop their skills and to use these for the benefit of Japan, and |
hope it will continue to do so for another 30 years and beyond.
Profile——

Born in Northampton, UK. After graduating with a degree in
French, Spanish and Japanese from Birmingham University, she
spent over 3 years on the JET Programme in Kobe as an ALT
(2011-2013) and CIR (2013-2015). She is currently sharing her
love for Kobe with the world as the city’s PR Specialist. She enjoys
running and has completed the Kobe Marathon three times.
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