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I was told that the naming of the Montgomery Dickson Hall
was the suggestion of Mayor Toba. For that I want to say ‘Thank
you’. I also want to thank Iwate University and Rikkyo University
for making this opportunity possible with the creation of the Global
Campus. It is very touching for Monty to be recognized with this
honor.

The mission of the Global Campus is to connect people, to
bring together separate groups: different academic institution,
academia and the citizenry, the people of Japan and the global
community. And through that shared communication, creation and
learning, new bridges will be formed.

Monty was asked by the Japanese Consulate in Alaska to write
an essay about his life as a JET. I would like to share a quote from
this essay, in Monty’s words how he felt about his life in Japan...

‘I am very grateful that I was accepted into JET. I learn a
lot from the fantastic people of Rikuzentakata while having fun
teaching English. I am a teacher here, but at the same time [ am a
student. Personally, I can’t think of a more rewarding experience’.

This quote shows the true embodiment of being a bridge
between people, because Monty went beyond being a teacher and
sharing his language, but became a student receiving Japanese
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Continuing Monty’s Legacy
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language, culture, friendship, and family. I am grateful to the
people of Rikuzentakata. They not only welcomed Monty as a
person and teacher, but also as a friend and a part of their families.
This community gave him a second home.

Mayor Toba and the people of Rikuzentakata have had
the foresight to envision a plan for rebuilding the city, not just
physically and structurally, but also emotionally and spiritually, for
an educated future. Investments in our schools, such as this Global
Campus, continue that vision.

In the spirit of everyone working for such a noble goal, I’d
like to offer you the following quote. On the day of the tsunami,
Monty translated for a friend a line of an essay by the author
Ryotaro Shiba: ‘There is nothing as beautiful as dedicating one’s
life for a cause’.

The mission of the Global Campus, the same cause to which
Monty dedicated himself, is one worthy of pursuing. As citizens
of the heart, we will continue to give back to the community of
Rikuzentakata as Monty did in life.

On behalf of our brother Monty, thank you for recognizing
him with his honor, and thank you for continuing the bridge

building work in which he so believed.



