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5 Childcare
(2) Enrollment procedures
Local municipal administrative offices handle the applications for accredited nursery schools.
Applicants must visit the municipal administrative office of the area where the nursery schools they wish to enroll
in are located. Some municipalities prepare a list of nursery schools within their districts, which may help them
choose schools. Some municipalities also accept multiple applications from single applicants.
Documents that must be submitted vary among municipalities. However in general, they include: an application
form; report on situations of the family and children; copies of certificate of withholding tax and income tax
return; and document to prove the household is not able to look after the child(ren) at home. Applications are
accepted any time but some municipalities set limits for enrollments of April. Details must be confirmed at local
offices.
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(3) Non-accredited nursery schools
Non-accredited nursery schools are facilities that do not satisfy the state standards for their size and the number
of enrolled children. The ways of operations and details of facilities differ significantly among such facilities.
Some of them receive subsidies from local municipal administrative offices and are deemed equivalent to
accredited ones. Many of non-accredited nursery schools are small-scale and for children of younger ages.

