Toward a New Educational Exchange: Building Bridges with Kids’ Smiles

Host Institution: Toyohashi City, Aichi
Name: Angela da Silva Picoli
Country: Federative Republic of Brazil

Training Institution:  Toyohashi City Hall School Education Division
(Toyohashi Municipal Iwata Elementary School)

1. Reasons for applying

| applied to this program in order to deepen my knowledge. Japan is a
country where many Brazilians live, and | thought that learning about Japanese
history, culture, and customs would be a very valuable experience. Also, the
opportunity to receive training at a school attended by Brazilian students was
another appealing feature of this program.

In the past several years, the descendants of Japanese people who
immigrated to Brazil have moved to Japan for work in large numbers, and this
immigration pattern been given the name “dekasegi,” which is a Japanese word
that means “leave to make money.” However, recently there have been more
and more cases where the children of these dekasegi Nikkei Brazilians return to
Brazil after living in Japan for a short period. These children, unable to receive
adequate accommodation from their teachers and local governments, are often
unable to speak their native language Portuguese or the Japanese they
acquired in Japan at the level corresponding to their age. As an educator, |
wanted to learn about the situation faced by the children who stay in Japan as
well as those who return to Brazil and about the Japanese education system,
which is why | chose to enter this training program.

2. Summary of training

(1) Working with the children

The most memorable part of my training was when | taught students
activities (games, dances, toy-making, etc.) that students do in Brazilian
schools. For second-grade students in the international class, | thought of a
toy-making class. | selected items that second-graders would be able to make
and made toys together with the students using newspaper, masking tape, and
other easily obtainable items. The students were very happy to learn how to
make toys, and they quickly went on to teach their Japanese friends what they
had learned.

For fifth-grade students, | taught Brazilian dance during a camping trip.
Although | only rehearsed with Brazilian students, the entire class and all the
teachers joined in and danced together during the main performance. | was also
impressed when students made their own food and cleaned up the area around
them during the camping trip.



The children | was most involved with were fourth-graders. | taught these
students songs such as “Sapo néo lava o pé” and “Cabeca, ombro, joelho e pé”
and Brazilian games such as “Pega-pega,” “Adoletd,” and “Patinho feio.” |
taught all of these in Portuguese, but many Japanese students also participated.
Everyone talked and sang in Portuguese during these activities and had lots of
fun. Students seemed very happy to get to learn about Brazilian culture and
games.

In addition, | also participated in physical education classes, which is the
subject | specialize in. In these classes, | taught children dances as well as
games and exercise that make use of ropes.

(2) Differences between the Japanese and Brazilian education systems

During my half-year in a Japanese school, | noticed differences between
the Japanese and Brazilian education systems in a variety of areas. For
example, the full-day school system is still rare in Brazil, and, unlike in Braazil,
cleaning and distribution of lunches in Japan is done entirely by students. | was
particularly surprised by the good manners shown by teachers and students and
by the respect that is shown when interacting with others. | was also interested
in the importance placed on teachers, parents, and the community in domestic
science and morality curriculum where students are taught the importance of
rules and responsibility.

| also noticed that Japanese school facilities are well equipped to
support students. For example, a typical Japanese school has a clinic, a kitchen
classroom, a music room, an art room, an audio/video room, a gymnasium, a
sports field, and large amount of high quality sports equipment. | was also
impressed by the vegetable and flower gardens that students take care of.

Likewise, | felt that the system for relaying announcements at the start
and end of the school day, the system where upper-class students lead younger
students on the walk to school, and break times were all good systems. | was
very impressed by the way upper-class students help students in lower grades
on the way to and from school. | also thought break times between classes
where students can go to the bathroom or get a drink of water are very efficient
because it reduces the amount of times that students leave the classroom in the
middle of class. | also found club activities very interesting, and | was highly
impressed by the students when | saw them working hard practicing sports or
music for a tournament or concert. Japanese school children do not just study
hard; they also put great effort and enthusiasm into sports and cultural activities.

Elementary school teachers also showed great pride and responsibility
when they interacted with students. Unlike Brazil, teachers in Japan teach all
subjects. Also, parents can watch their children’s activities at school through a
class observation system. Parents and teachers showed great interest in
education as a part of their children’s development.



(3) Information session for Brazilian parents

| offered an information session for Brazilian parents in order to explain
what schools in Brazil are like. | explained the differences between the
Japanese and Brazilian education systems, what mental care is available to
children at school, what life in school is like, and the importance of the parents
at home. In speaking with these parents, | realized that there are children with
emotional problems among the Brazilian students.

3. Plans upon returning home

The experience | gained over the course of this training program has
enabled me to expand my vision as a specialist in education. | believe that what
| learned will definitely be useful after | return to Brazil.

After returning to Brazil, | intend to speak with people involved with
education in the city of Paranavai to propose offering more opportunities to
learn about the importance of nature such as camping trips and outdoor
educational activities. | also hope to run events like exhibits of students’ works
of art and events that parents and children can participate in together.

| was very interested in the domestic science subject in Japanese
schools where children get to learn cooking, cleaning, and other fundamental
skills and knowledge. However, Brazilian schools already have employees who
are in charged with cooking and cleaning, so implementing this as a subject in
Brazilian schools would be difficult. Nevertheless, |1 would like to explore
whether or not there is some other way we may be able to educate children on
these things.

Furthermore, | would like to incorporate exercises, dances, sports, and
arts that | learned during this training program at school | am employed at. |
would also like to teach children and other teachers about differences in culture.
| also am thinking about urging them to learn about the history of Japanese
immigrants.

4 In summary

Before | came to Japan, | was worried because | was unsure what kind of
training program it would be. However, education is Japan is excellent, and | am
glad to have been able to learn what | did. | hope that | can become a bridge
between the education systems of Brazil and Japan by putting my experience to
use after returning to Brazil.
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Japan Infrastructure technology and Development

TITLE CIVIL ENGINEERING
HOST INSTITUTION KOCHI PREFECTURE
NAME EDUARDO SOLIS
COUNTRY PHILIPPINES

TRAINING INSTITUTION KOCHI PREFECTURE
CENTRAL WEST CIVIL
ENGINEERING OFFICE

1. REASONS FOR APPLYING

I would like to take this chance to thanks each and everyone for the support,
patience, guidance and help before during and after of my training. I'd like to thank
the following institutions for their invaluable contributions. The Benguet Provincial
Government; Kochi Prefecture Government; Kochi International Association (KIA);
Council of Local Authorities for International Relations (CLAIR); Japan International
Academy of Municipalities (JIAM); Kochi Prefecture Central West Civil Engineering
and to all who made this training possible.

| applied for this training because | availed the 2010 Local Government Officials
Training Program (LGOTP) of Kochi, Japan, under the Benguet-Kochi Sisterhood
Program with the recommendation and approval from my institution. Also, | applied for
this training because | want to gain more knowledge, experiences with respect to
Infrastructure development that | can be able to impart for the betterment of my

Province.

2. SUMMARY OF TRAINING

First of all, I'd like to thank the concerned institutions because | was chosen as



one among the participants to the 2010 Local Government Officials Training
Program of Kochi, Japan. The duration of my training was from May 23, 2010 until
November 18, 2010.

In May 23 to 26, 2010 me together with my fellow trainees stayed at Tokyo,
Japan. We attended the orientation, Evaluation examination on Japanese
Language Proficiency, visited Tokyo tower and National diet building. | met Ms
Tanihara and Mr Yuen from Kochi Prefecture Office, they oriented me regarding
Kochi’s life and they gave me a profile, background of Kochi ken together with my
allowance. In May 26, 2010 we proceeded to Japan International Academy of
Municipalities (JIAM) for the Japanese Language enrichment until June 24 but | was
extended until July 8, 2010. Upon arrival in JIAM we had a joint welcome party
together with the trainees from the fire department of Japan. While we were at JIAM
we visited some of the highlights of Shiga, Kyoto, Kobe Prefecture. Then as days
passed by we established rapport, bonding among my fellow trainees. Before the
closing ceremony we had a closing program and a farewell party so we enjoyed the
party and we were all very happy some were sad because they missed others
company.

In July 8, 2010 we received the certificate of Completion for the Japanese
Language preparatory course and also the closing ceremony. Mr Morita Manager
from CLAIR accompanied me to Osaka airport. Ms Tanihara and Ms Fukouka
waited me at Ryoma Airport and accompanied me to my apartment. The following
day Ms Fukuoka accompanied me to various offices and applied the necessary
documents. She also introduced me to her colleagues in her office then we went to
my host institution and met the head of office together with his staff.

My host institution is Kochi Prefecture Central West Civil Engineering Office
located in Ino Town. The Jurisdiction are Tosa City, Ino Town, Hidaka Village and
also includes Sakawa town, Niyodogawa town and Ochi town. .The title of my
training is Civil Engineering and the duration of my training was started on July 11,
2010 until November 11, 2010. My specialized training particularly focused on
government infrastructure projects under the management, supervision and control
of the above mentioned office and funded by the Japanese government. | was
assigned from three sections of the office namely; Road construction, Maintenance
and River, Ports Section. | joined the technical personnel of the office who
supervised and inspected of all on going, completed, repair and maintenance
projects such as roads, bridges, tunnels, dams, rocknets, retaining walls, drainage



and fishing ports projects. visited Incinerator disposal facility, Asphalt and Concrete
Batching Plant, Water District Office. We went also to Concrete block factory and
undertook materials testing.l also had AutoCAD lessons when no scheduled was
set for inspection.

3. PLANS UPON RETURNING HOME

Upon my return to my beloved country, | will thank My family, friends and
officemates for their prayers and support for the success, good health of my training.
| am proud to share/relate to them what Japan is and the people living in it were all
discipline, hospitable and friendly. | will utilize and impart the knowledge, experiences
that I've gained for the betterment of my province and to my country.
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