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Mike McCabe

CSG Midwest Director

What year were you a fellow? 1995

Where you traveled

My trip began and ended with separate stays in Tokyo. In between those stops, | visited the city
of Yokohama and spent the rest of my time in Shizuoka Prefecture (the home of Mt.Fuiji), where
| visited the prefecture capital of Shizuoka and the city of Hamamatsu, among other places.
“The CLAIR Fellowship program provides participants with an invaluable opportunity to learn
about local government in Japan, but it was my exposure to Japanese culture, to the nation’s
rich history and to the warm hospitality of the Japanese people that | remember most from my
time as a CLAIR Fellow. No American who participates in the program can help but return home
with a deeper appreciation of the important relationship between the U.S. and Japan. It was an

incredible experience.”
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Martha Castaneda

Director of Policy and

International Programs, CSG West

What year were you a fellow? 2016

Where you traveled

The program started in Tokyo with a seminar to learn about Japan’s system of local government
and to visit of government facilities, it also ended there for our departures back home. In
between the regional study tour took place in Shizuoka City. It is one of twenty current
“designated cities”, they are characterized so by having a population larger than 500,000 and
designated by order of the Cabinet of Japan. The designated cities are delegated many of the
functions typically performed by the prefectural governments so they’re unique.

“The theme of the program was how local government can promote healthy living for all ages in
Shizuoka, Japan. Their ‘healthy cities’ concept, which encourages life-long healthy living by
developing and maintaining good nutritional habits and promotes ‘place-making’ with inclusive
urban designs for healthy longevity, which meets the needs of young families and seniors alike,
is something many American cities strive for. Preparing for the ‘silver tsunami’ here in the U.S.
requires us to look to models in other countries around the world to create a system that will

respond to our needs and this experience certainly did offered participants that.”
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Elizabeth Whitehouse

Director of the CSG

Center of Innovation

What year were you a fellow? 2017

Where you traveled

Rikuzentakata, lwate prefecture, Japan

“The CLAIR program was a wonderful experience for me professionally. My fellowship year was
focused on the Iwate prefecture and in the town of Rikuzentakata, which had experienced a
massive tsunami and had completely rebuilt the town. | was so impressed with the focus on
accessibility in the rebuild and how the city planners made sure that the city was designed to
meet the needs of everyone, including people with disabilities. | am still in contact with the family
from my homestay and they recently sent me pictures of their kids at a local festival. It was an
honor to participate and learn from the officials at the local and prefecture level of Japan’s

government.”




d‘l‘lE&ﬁTﬁE%é X&‘ij )L - Xj[)sjﬁ*/f_h‘&
T30 4 (2018 4) B

IMBFHZESs (CSG) Z2REFLTCEBARBBIR LI F—ITSMTERLI L
EBFYICE-oOTVET,

CSG &V L7=a—a—VEHEMIBEREMET S L(E. NEH D WNIEE
FEIZE T 2R AEEOBEICOBN> TV EDELRVEYT, ZORERE
FZEL L. CSGOLEYBWNW) —H—I2EZETNDZHEDTL & D,

(JF30)
Jill Springate
CSG Chief of Staff
What year were you a fellow? 2018
Where you traveled
Tokyo and Okayama
“I'm proud to represent CSG in Japan as part of the CLAIR Fellowship program. Our history with
the Japan Local Government Center brings yet another level of interstate and international

collaboration with leaders. The experience was eye-opening and will make me a stronger leader

at CSG.”
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Jason Moseley
CSG Deputy Executive Director/ General Counsel

What year were you a fellow? 2013

Where you traveled

Tokyo and Tokushima Prefecture

“During our trip we learned about the national, prefecture, and local structure of Japanese
government and met with officials at all levels. The areas of emphasis during our trip were tourism
and economic development. This included touring agricultural, small business, historical, and

artistic venues and discussing how best to reach local residents as well as international visitors.”
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Edgar Ruiz

CSG West Director

What year were you a fellow? 2003

Where you traveled

We traveled to the cities of Tokyo, Nagoya, Inuyama and Nagakute. Among other places, we
visited the NTT DoCoMo Company, Meiji-Mura Museum, Inuyama Castle, Central Japan
International Airport (CENTRAIR), Aichi World Expo, Ryokan Inn, and met with government
officials of the Aichi Prefecture, as well as from the aforementioned cities.

“International exchange programs such as the CLAIR Fellowship Program are important to
promote and foster cross-cultural exchanges and deepen our understanding of one another. The
program was truly an enlightening experience for me, exposing me to Japanese hospitality,
culture, traditions, ingenuity, industry and government institutions. Congratulations to the Japan
Local Government Center, CLAIR New York. | am forever grateful for the opportunity you

bestowed upon me. Domo Arigato.”
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