JET70O7 5 4 ([EBFEEE 1T HNESFTERBEEE] The Japan Exchange and Teaching
Programme) &3, SHEZEHBENFECLHIEBL NIV COERSREHET S E2BHEL THR
ZEOHNESEE ZHIHICEHT 3. ERBRAROEBRIRBETT,

TLT T, BBEE. AS5E. CHRPEACEREL. JET/O7 S L5HEL TVET,

HOEDCEZEOEDEATVNET, Thhi&
THRENTIFBEIT DL, BIFZOZALTVLE
Ufco TEVWTWEEDERIZ. BCERODEDY
ZEEST., BWERENTEEETT, Uh L.
ZTDEEFEVF U, [V AT 4V, BFED
Tl Ko BDFTCOERITENRE OICZT DK
ERIFEVF U, FMFEBZTDHEDEENLT
o Boflch. MARDULTUFERWVWE U, FLlE
JETDOUS LONEFEEEF (ALT) £ULT
WBICITLZEICEDTEDTT,

XB/1. IWORDEEICH D7 XU HEDEM
TRSUT477OJSALICSMuieb, 2011
F(ICIF, 1TFEAMNAENEZUCD UFR U, &
fe. JETOJSAICSMTBICHIZD. BlEE
BEER O CERIEBIIHADIENTED L
S, ZAURICWVDDBICINT VT « P TR
ZHATCD., TESOLOA >S4 2 A—RA7ZET
LD E, SFRIFHERZLF U, KR
Haih'o. BEZRDTVE Ulce EEPRIED
e, MR EEBDHTREFEBVLEHZED
CETY, ZUTEREICIE. BODNEDEZR
DIFDTETY, FFS. IIBTEEZR UM
o, ZOEZERICEITEDHEATVET,

HDES UIFBRDKI D TIH., ZEMREICE
BTVET, NERPHRERTHLDIFETHER
LWTT ., EfEfeBlE. BN DODEFZET
BDIEP. BEICODWTHBEOL DS CEICEEE

22 BHAHEERET#—3L Nov. 2014

JETOOIS5L%
BUCENAIECE

IiEmANEEEEEF
Justin Velgus
Jv AT 42 - RNIVHR

9. BRDEEICBENTEH LA E£ELD
([CXAEDEWVICDWVWTCZATE S DfEHIC. HER
EFAUNDBIEODEVICEZBIFTTCWVET, fc
EXE DR2EDEE, FbrZE UESTED D
Ltz g EAERFCBIFRFLEDICLTVE
Uiz, &Fle. —REICBRBZBNENS. HRIE(C
HCECEFYEDC EZEEBICLTEU»ND%Z
IHEHHDET,

DR BEADRGEHEE — N THREE
HADHZETT, WDBWVNTVDHERIE, &1
MP20ANEFEDNESEERTY . —HEC{EEZ
U CWBHZREHENE, 20l LOEICTolcl &
&b, ANEFODSEZHEIT CENTER
9o RElF. WOBKEDFEZI C. REDH]
BICF. BEZMRNICITOIEZERLEGVE
9o ERECHUT, REBOFESPREZE HE
[CDVWTHEELTWET ., BRRIE. EEZTO
OICEREEBEICRBZFZSEDIELFDT. &£
{EREBICHODF UK E O ESCAICDVWTE
BUCHET. BEOHEE. WDWVDEDFT
EFEZITTEL. BFREADHENCE > THRE
WRPELULEDES O TINE T,

INFNEROHEUET . TDERICIE. BOD
FILCIE D CEEDEHEZY. CE T o FhE/NFERL
AN REBCREZI D ETIVReEZFEK LT,
EREEBZREICSIMEBDRIICLTVET,
IhEBRANDHEINRE CRFEZ U CWVDEZR




T, E@EleBlF [TV &, oL TRL
BHREBZFELCHZL] EBS5Hh D ULNFEEA.
Fle, £EEEE. BEDUEZRBN T H=HD
DET. Z7AIHDKRHEH. BIEEEICDWVWCE

C&ET. BENIEDDDEZFYIUT AL -
DUF VTG EBET DD ETHIFETT,

IBFAONZEE UIcHED T, AEAZED
(FBHZEEFEULWVWCETEFSDFEA. UH UL
H<. AEAETALTVDHERANFZNELES
WEFBWVWEFBA. BICK>TERBPXIENEL
BDEOIC. I—E7BEVET, TH. &HTAIC
KEADI—ET7ZHULATHESOTVET, #.
PRECOEEEH. BEHECRDENS, £
[EBICEREZUE T, (FUHDOBIE. EiEED
[FEFH UD D TWVE LIeh FIEATEAZREEISH
U CEEPEKNRELED ., KECHREZ LT
<NBLDITIEDFUTE,

IR7E. GOZAINEWD@BRRNS VT« 7 HA
R—EXDTIL—TICA>D>TWVWET, DT
IW—TDX )&, FCTHDEEPLEAFZH
ACNFET, TDRODICHD. REBZHAC
DEXERND7P AT 4« 7 ZRELED ULTWVE
9. BN AR BEDY7—DHEF LWLV ZETH
ENTEFXR U, Y7P—TiTocTU7IE. 3%
BIDRBEARBK CEEREDNKREN OICHRT
Ufce W77—sINAEIC. EXIROKRFPIRRZ
Ho>THHADRWKERICHE o fcEBWVET,

JETTOT S LATDZEEUVATNET, ©
L. JETTOJSAICEMUED DfcD. ST
[CEVED D IZCTL & Do JETTOTSAICEM
LIcdhII T, BODANEICEEZRDIENT
TFUfC. MORIFEFEA, FibAE. HA

EELTWET, MOBERICHUTRES#L TS

KO(C, EFIEBBEHLDEICH U TSI D0
ZR O CLNBDERVWEERNE T,
CH) T9UF A - YVFVT] ElF. HE5DDIERIC

NUCTHHNEREZBDO B CHNITDBIBD Lz
LET,

‘*ﬁﬂ FPAUADAYT A IL=TM
HE, JETZO0JSL8INE
ELT2EH, bVI5VY
AOMIAETHAREDNE
TZES. ME~NDEFE.
RS ICRALERE o Te, B
kkiE. BEEOFE LIS
ERT DT o

Justin Velgus

BiatAERET +—3> 4 Nov. 2014 23




Learning from my experiences on the JET

Programme

I still remember that day I came home exhausted after a
long day and commute. My mother had a big smile on her face,
which usually meant she had found a creative way to recycle
last night’s dinner into this evening’s cuisine. But today was
different. She said, “’Justin, I got a phone call while you were
out. You’re going to Japan.” My heart skipped a beat. I was at
a loss for words then began screaming and dancing trying to
release all the energy that had suddenly surged into me. I was

going to be an ALT with the JET Programme in Sendai!

I came to Japan relatively prepared. I had been to Iwakuni,
a US military base in Yamaguchi Prefecture for a volunteer
programme in 2009, and studied a year in Akita from 2011 to
2012. To make sure I could teach and connect with the students
with confidence and enthusiasm, I increased my skills by
volunteering at an English language school, found a part-time
job tutoring at my university, and completed an intensive online
TESOL programme. I had goals of creating great memories with
my students and teachers, making friends, interacting with the
community, and ultimately narrowing down what kind of career
choice I wanted. I am now doing that and creating a new life in
Sendai, the City of Trees.

It has been a whirlwind of adventure and I have been happy
with my accomplishments. Working at one middle and two
elementary schools is very enjoyable. The students are surprised
I can write some kanji characters and that I know some things
about their country. Although I have become accustomed to my
life here, I still point out differences of my country and Japan
for the benefit of the students. They are so jealous I didn’t have
to clean the school when I was a student! Eating lunch with
the elementary students often turns into a philosophical debate,
discussing such things as is it reasonable or safe that the zoo in

the textbook allows a monkey to drive a car?

As an ALT, my role is to team teach with the school English
teachers. The middle school I work at is small with only about
120 students. My main English teacher has travelled to over
20 countries and speaks several languages—but he hasn’t
been to the United States. He has been teaching many years.
My teachers usually plan the lessons, and we talk about its
effectiveness before or after class. I facilitate pronunciation
and writing practice while encouraging a classroom with a lot
of energy. The goal is to have every student speak every class,
so | often ask them questions with the new grammar they have
learned. The English teachers I work with say I make English

fun not only for the students but for them, too.
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At my elementary school visits I plan the lessons by myself.
I work with the Japanese elementary school teachers there to
model conversations and encourage class participation. When
students see the teachers speak English with me they think,
“Wow, my teacher is so cool. I want to try to speak English!”
Sometimes I am able to have special lessons or talks to introduce
my culture. During such opportunities, I talk about topics like
holidays, customs, or the deeper concepts like American identity
to promote critical thinking and an international mindset. I

really enjoy those moments.

Sendai is a compact city of people, thus even the younger
students have seen a foreigner. On the other hand, very few
Japanese people interact with someone from overseas on a
regular basis. Just like language and culture are not the same,
humour in my home country is different, but still appreciated
by most Japanese. The students said they enjoy American
humour...and that made me laugh. Most mornings I greet
students from school while riding past them during my bicycle
commute. At first they were embarrassed, but slowly they are
becoming more confident and excited to speak English. All this

happened with just a hello and a smile.

Currently, I am a member of GOZAIN, a volunteer
interpreter service that welcomes visitors through English tours
of the city. Members have taught me some history and Japanese,
while I have given English lessons and tour guide ideas in
return. A few months ago I was very proud to be part of a tour
of Ishinomaki. The area was one of the worst hit towns from the
tsunami three years ago, so I was happy I had an opportunity
to share what happened and introduce some popular attractions

directly to a large group.

I have been enjoying the two-way learning experience
through my experiences on JET and in Japan. Without JET it
is hard to say where my life would be. Thanks to JET, I don’t
need to worry about it. My love of Japan and the Tohoku region
grows more each day. I hope my students can learn to appreciate

other countries as much as I have theirs.
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