AN EXCHANGE AND_L[EACKHING RROGRAMME

o F A

NEZZWBLANWESIC

sEmRTENERsRE Cheryl Phua ()L« 77)

2013FM 8 BICCIR & LT, BEAEDITBMICEE
LEULRe MDAEDKY BN R—TJERBTHAD
FTBRATEZEF >TWEIENS, BEFODZEEST
LETHHPICEZITVET . BEANTLL S EZARDT
TONTIF A4 FRIDLTIEDE LSV T L. BODH
FICDOWTETTHEKL TV R, [ TEIBLEVLE

DT, PV ENH oS, L THADZ &
EDT RNA AW ef2EZFE Ulce IEBITINAE LIz
BRNICIECOESENS >NTERY . JET O7 5 A
[ZsddzlLELIZ. ZLT. BEHDODALZHSD
HACMEE WVEIEEBN S, BFEARRERICEAT
DEFHIBE) E U,

ITRmOAOR. 17 BATT. 2055 350 AfE
ENMNEAT. BEAPPTEANZDLL< ZEHDET,
TSEONBIFEIR - WERICHIIZ . HIHOF L EEEHNE
ANBLEABEVDIEDEWNIC DWVWTIERE RH DT N>
NG EERIMET 2 EHEERFEID 1 DTUIZ. FAD
BYIDAEE. FI2 1 EQONEROEMAREBHE CFZF
REHTREEBRBRDERIC. ¥ > HR=ILICDWVWTEN
LicCETUIZ. RIIDASEVWDZETETHEERL
FUED. BEPEFRSALRIICLTESY . XE
BEHLTHET,

MRS DIKFEZR (T T, MORKOERREN S
FRELTVWDIRRERZTHEHLUE Uiz, KERRIC
INZE(CRBORERENZ LI &N FTH
ANEFEDTIN—TICHEBEH R DRERFIVHTIED7T=D
TRPFAZ TV HIENT U, REZIBDHI=ZHTZE.
SIEDHLDEZBDLNILDNTNT T, EDOLDIC
HR500DH. Foo SHNBOBFICIGZDZEN
TEBEAONEE. DEFREEFEATLURE. ULHL.

@ EAAREBEIE T o+ — S /4 | SEPTEMBER 2017 VoL, 335

SHNEDHLZDEICEZET. ESADZ—X(CALT
BIRABDNRL 129 —3y NCRDFIERNZSEIC.
TR LA SBHMRBPH R F 2P LT DEZTY
TF L, BEICEDTRERVWHRICE S EEEFIC,
ANCADZEHZDEWDEFBIEENZR E12E
WO EEERLE LU,
BRFHENSTONTEBO>THEL>E [RE—IL -
N—=7 057 EODERFEH—TNICEEBIFLT
WeEE. 268, BBSILT0WELE, cDT7Z7
(FRFBICHEGKZR 1A BUESZHOMPEELERLE
WAL EHNICRBZZ T HEZ LIZWALLESD 5B
SNTWEULEZ, 75788 = @80 T DIIEEEELY
HEABZEFERT DIEROLH DI AN BEBZPILIC
REHNTEDLDICHY . HEHETEBN EFHH
NESICEEL TV LW T 2R ZRZEMBHETH
SNUNDETY, ALk, SNEN—ERHHEBEZF
By o RCRIBH=ERITELL,

551@19 a— /FMTT77U7{/7U//1J®
UNER

S5 BELTEABRBWIAE. FELRARFHE
DEfEEBEN D E U, BF 3~7ROFES
ERNRPIEALEEBL TRVERED SREBICIENR



L. HFCRUKRRFEEZIC EZ2BMIC, [Let's
Enjoy English] EWDHEZBHLFE L, STl
FHSAGBICRRFEFEHECSINT LT THEL. BR
EICHWTHRBORCHERRZE LR EZBLTEED
FEOICHBEWRLUTHOSDMRERITTVWELEEE
UTco RREHETE. RANFBTHULA>TVZFE
HIoBH. WEBPRDFECALITDENTEZY.
BN EF(CHOEY . BIBZPRIDNRL GO/ T
DRTHABDHRRERRZLUE UIZ, Flo. BETHFT
N—RICE > TP ZR ULATVEREZRT. &T
HRBIEEBVE UL, ERlF. RREREZEHET 58]
FNEVWFEEEERZ & FHEVEBETIEFHIELA
TUEN. BFERFTHEDHHT T, FEELBEAD
RT3 ENTE. Foo BEFHTFELLEBICKIC
ADTHEDIEEHEBELTVWET, I5IIC. SIEDE
TANSEELDIEZZRENTE. BEDMEEH
ZEnVELU,

0

1718 Karhpong Spirit ©/\O% »r‘//\—j_-'r
ZS UEHEASFHELMNCEH., OB S A SEEN
EANEVDOSIEDEWVCDODVWTERLE S0, [
FHEANSRIEBA—8BEVDOXLZEHE L LD—]
EVOEXEHETI S —ZE(C 4 ORELE LI, H
BICEATLDIHEAEMZBLT. EBEOXIE. £
EEIE. FEEREBEEDEVGEEBN LTV
= BNEOEXULICHT 2BEZRDDENTEE
Ufco &7z, BHIER=ES 2 OBIEL. SEEHICS >
HR=INDEYPTH BNV Z—=AFF2T1 AP/
1TV PG R—=T D v —F - EZED/ZFHN
IDBNEDSHABRZASE>TESDEEHUE
Ul SIIEFEHENLL . AERRNSEGHNS
WOl TEDFERELIESNTVWEDTEZZ Uiz, S0
ENRUABHSHIEZE>TLSEERTIBELE

JETbWMW?ﬁL/»
REKBEICBENE LT,

ITRM TS EFIF0 KRz Ulch T —BHRICE-S
TWB T &(F. TRIREOOEmIEH = 8w - 1EICin L
FEZEMR) S EVWD AR NIBILEZET
o REBTUNMEEBRCTER W EREEBo>TVLELED
TRIEFEECTULI. BREODHLHIHSFICEEBL. Hib
MBSV BROBEZEITV. INTOERNES
DF10BFFEITATURE, BRAKB<EEHZSNT
WERICEREDBD D IEBERESACPBETFESIAL
CBRABABVWEZRE T EETE. AHICLLWME
BrIU VWS FLELVBVHEESDENT
TFEUZ. COINRYNIBSIL. FBICETGREZ
TRHENTEZDH. RRBBEDEEDHDH T
TIDT. WHTRERHRL LIFET,

HATOD 2 F/8. RELTEULGBITZENTEE
DIEFANTELL UL TINEEITBHOESADH NS T
To JET 7073 AFHDANETAY R 1 R—T (2R
Fllco SBEH. ANEZRIBLBLEDICVLWAWVALBT
ECFTLIULTOEZVWEB>THIET,

i "\
—AV=N=F 71—

Cheryl Phua
SUAR—IHEG. 2013 FN5
BEARTHEHOCIRELT2F
BEH. \/EF. > HR—I
TREABRDISECESE, 2017
FH5 JETAA S > HR— L&
RICEME.

ESBAEBIE T + — >/ | SEPTEMBER 2017 VoL. 335 (29




AN_EXCHANGE AND_LEACHING .RROGRAMME

S (82

JET LETTER

To live a life of no regrets

Cheryl Phua
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My placement as a CIR was in a small town called Yukuhashi-
shi in Fukuoka Prefecture for two years starting from 2013. I can
still clearly remember the excitement back then because I thought
this would be an important chapter of my life! I would like to credit
this to my former supervisor who spoke to me 4 years ago. She
reminded me, “Go ahead and try the things which you want to do
so that you will have a life of no regrets.” That was what prompted
me to apply for the JET programme after thinking about it for
two years. In 2013, I headed off to Japan with mixed feelings and
everyone’s support back home.

Yukuhashi-shi has a population of about 70,000 people with an
estimated 350 foreigners, largely made up of Korean and Chinese.
Besides translation and interpretation work at the city hall, the bulk
of my work revolved around organising activities and events that
promote cross-cultural understanding and communications between
Japanese and foreigners living in the area. My first assignment was
to share about Singapore at the “Annual Summer English Class” for
elementary students and “Junior High English Camp”. I was very
thankful that the teachers and students were friendly and helpful to
me as [ was nervous about them.

By the request of the residents, every CIR of Yukuhashi-
shi had been organising regular English Conversation Class and
I was no exception. Although I had done private tutoring during
my university days, I was really worried as it was my first time
teaching a classroom of more than 20 people. At the beginning,
I was lost as to what to teach and how to teach as the English
level among the participants varied a lot. I gradually picked up
the momentum by approaching participants to find out what they
would like to learn, searched and read up materials on the Internet.
I felt that I learnt a lot from this and the participants as compared to
the participants learning from me.

Resulting from the regular English Conversation Class
organised by the city hall, a group of retirees formed their own
monthly English conversation classes called “Small Talk Club”.
They invited me to join them since the start of my placement. They
were a group of people who had keen interest in English, who
wanted to meet like-minded others and who wanted to practise
speaking English regularly. My role was to rotate between the small
groups to discuss about a topic. I was really impressed with their
perseverance in learning, as they grew from using mostly Japanese
to using mostly English in their conversation over the span of two
years.

A request asking for Children’s English Class for young
children was received in my early days at the city hall office.
I took on the challenge and created a programme called “Let’s
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Enjoy English”. The purpose was to allow children between 3-7
years old to enjoy learning English through songs, pictures and
stories. In addition to attending the programme, the parents were
encouraged to continue the learning at home by playing English
songs, and teaching their children words that can be used daily. It
was very heartening to see children who were initially shy to open
up, getting better at pronunciation, getting used to hearing English
and spending time in class with me. What really impressed me was
how the parents also sang and danced with the children at class.
Initially I was concerned as I wasn’t good at handling children.
After running this programme, I realised that I could get along with
them and they actually liked me! It also changed my perspective in
terms of communicating with young children.

I organised “Multicultural Learning Seminar” which took
place four times a year to promote cross-cultural learning and
understanding. Foreigners living in Fukuoka were invited to share
about their country’s culture, living habits and the differences from
Japan. In addition, I also taught the participants on two separate
occasions on how to make some of Singapore’s famous food, such
as Singapore’s version of chicken rice, pineapple tarts and pork
jerky. In return, they taught me some Japanese culinary and kitchen
culture in handling food.

One thing that left a deep impression with me is when
Yukuhashi-shi shopping street organised an event which allowed
residents to dress as a geisha. I had initially thought this would be
something that one could only do in Kyoto. Never did I think that
I would be able to experience that in this small town. The whole
dressing, inclusive of hair setting, makeup, took about 2.5 hours.
It was interesting to explore shops, such as shops selling tea and
snack, which I never knew existed in the shopping street. I have to
thank one of the participants of my English class who helped me
sign up for it. Without her, I would not have experienced this at all.

I would like to say a big thank you to all the nice people
around me who made my 2 years in Yukuhashi-shi very
meaningful. Taking part in the JET programme has indeed been an
extremely important chapter in my life. Life is short so follow your
dream and live a life of no regrets.
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