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JET — A once in a lifetime opportunity

Chique Samaniego
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People come to Japan for all sorts of reasons - food, culture,
traditions, gadgets, robots, sports, and of course anime. I've been
interested in Japan's rich culture and tradition since high school and
I dreamt of going there someday.

My dream came into a reality when Japan Exchange and
Teaching (JET) Programme was opened in the Philippines in 2014.
JET Programme was created in 1987 to increase mutual understand-
ing between Japan and other countries. I found it a great opportuni-
ty to have a greater understanding of Japan's culture. Part of what
motivated me to participate in the programme was to challenge my-
self as a teacher and seek life abroad to satisfy my curiosity.

1 was an Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) based at a small
town in Gifu Prefecture. I was placed in the rural area where the lo-
cals weren't as familiar with English so there was a definite lan-
guage barrier. I made some communication mistakes. The locals
and my colleagues were very patient and helpful, however. Before
coming to Japan I had 4 years of teaching experience under my belt
but still, I felt nervous on my first month teaching my Japanese stu-
dents. At first, my focus was on my work and understanding what it
meant to be an ALT. As time went by, I built personal and profes-
sional relationships with my colleagues and students. Working as
an ALT was a lot of fun and it's great when the students understand
and take part in the lessons. I generally planned all the lessons in-
cluding games and taught the lesson jointly with a Japanese Teach-
er of English (JTE). I worked with the JTE to help the students
overcome their fear to use English.

Outside of the classroom, I helped managing the English
Club. In the club we enjoyed doing different things such as small
talks, cultural presentations, drama performances, holiday events,
and much more! It helped club members to better understand the
diverse cultures, and provided them with valuable international re-
lation skills. But, the key to all of these is to make this club fun!
What really impressed me was when students put their all in the
drama presentation.

After work, I took every chance and opportunity to learn
about the country and my host community. I learned to make soba
noodles, I enjoyed strawberry picking with my colleagues, we went
on a hot spring bath and festivals, ate delicious and authentic Japa-
nese food and traveled different prefectures. The small town of Ena
has given me the chance to experience the other side of Japan, pro-
viding me one of a kind experience to make genuine connections
with the local community.

Being part of JET was one of the best experiences I've ever
done to myself. It completely made me who I am today. I've learned
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to be fearless that I shouldn't be afraid to do something different or
to think outside of the box. I have gained a greater ability to put
other people before me. This job taught many things about myself
specifically about how I communicate my own culture and experi-
ence. I got to learn a new language, culture and meet fascinating
people that you wouldn't normally meet in a regular job. Immersion
is one of the best gifts I’ve ever got from this experience.

The most rewarding part was the impact I had as a teacher to
my students. I enjoyed watching them grow and develop from shy
students to brave young adults. It was rewarding to listen to them
about their dreams of traveling the world, expanding their horizons
and how much they appreciate me. I admire them for their dili-
gence and study-mindedness in and outside the classroom.

My JET experience has had a positive influence in me. It in-
spires me to keep going and to continue inspiring more students.
This programme made me love my profession even more. I will
never forget those English Camps we had where a group of moti-
vated high school students come together to learn English, but Eng-
lish was only a secondary thought. Exchange was the main reason
why we were there. The students’ interest in different cultures, and
in people from different countries made the camp a success. They
communicated with the people from other countries and they saw
English as an essential tool for communication. This is why JET
exists, so that students wouldn’t miss this kind of opportunity.

I will be forever grateful to JET. My experience despite all
obstacles are valuable. Because of this once in a lifetime opportuni-
ty, I am now able to give the world a firsthand understanding of Ja-
pan and its people.

Making the most of my JET experience, I want to continue
contributing to exchange between Japan and the Philippines. I am
looking forward to the possibility of the establishment of Philip-
pines JETAA. I intend to remain active in the JET community to
help nurturing the next generation of JET participants and to help
in organizing cultural events to deepen appreciation and under-
standing Japan. I hope that in the near future I can also help in or-
ganizing exchange programmes that will allow Filipino and Japa-
nese students to learn firsthand about each other’s unique culture.

Profile—

Born in the Philippines. Chique was an ALT in Ena High
School in Gifu Prefecture for 3 years. After JET, she is now work-
ing at school as an English teacher in the Philippines. She’s plan-
ning to finish her master’s degree majoring Master of Arts in Eng-

lish as a Second Language.



