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Changes in the number of municipalities and the characteristics of the mass amalgamations in
the Meiji and Showa periods
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“The mass amalgamations of the Meiji era”

Before the enforcement of the “City Code” and the “Town and Village Code” which aimed to establish a modern system
of local administration, mergers of towns and villages were carried out nationwide by setting a standard of about 300-500
households in one town or village on the basis of the Announcement of the Standard for the Mergers of Towns and Villages
(Home Minister Directive No. 352 issued on June 13, 1888), in order to enlarge the size of towns and villages at that time
from a size that reflected that of natural communities in the Edo period to a size that was suitable for the effective
administration of education, tax collection, public works, relief work, and the family register. As a result, the number

of towns and villages decreased to about one-fifth.
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August, 1947 Enforcement of the Local Autonomy Law
(May 3rd, 1947 Law No. 67)
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“The mass amalgamations of the Showa era”

After WorId War I, administrative tasks such as the construction and management of junior high schools under the new education
system, fire defense and police administration, and functions related to social welfare, health and sanitation, were newly
assigned to municipalities, requiring rationalization of the size of municipalities so as to enable effective and efficient
management of their tasks. The national government aimed to achieve the Basic Plan for the Promotion of the Mergers of Towns
and Villages (decided by the Cabinet on October 30, 1953) which aimed at a decrease in the number of towns and villages to
about one-third, through the implementation of the Law for the Promotion of the Mergers of Towns and Vil lages enacted in 1953,
of which Article 3 provides that towns and villages shall have a population of about 8000 or more as a standard, and the Law
for the Promotion of Gonstruction of New Municipalities enacted in 1956 replacing the Merger Law. The population of about
8000 was taken as a target because it was considered necessary for amunicipality to have such a population size as the minimum
for the effective management of one junior high school. The number of municipalities actually decreased to about one-third

between 1953 and 1961.
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April, 1956 Enforcement of the Law for the Promotion of
Construction of New Municipalities

(June 30th, 1956 Law No. 164)
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September, 1956 Expiry of Law for the Promotion of the Mergers

of Towns and Vil lages

(September 30th, 1956)

FRFN364E6 A 556 1,935 | 981 3,472 | HHETAIEZER R EX— B KM
(FRFN36F6A29H)

June, 1961 Partial expiry of the Law for the Promotion of

Construction of New Municipalities
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(June 29th, 1961)
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October, 1962
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Enforcement of the Law on Special Cases of City

Mergers

(May 10th, 1962 Law No.118)
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Enforcement of the Law on Special Measures for

the Mergers of Cities

(March 29th, 1965 Law No. 6)
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Enforcement of the Law concerning Partial
Amendments of the Law on Special Measures for

Municipal Mergers

(March 28th, 1975 Law No.b)
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Enforcement of the Law concerning Partial
Amendments of the Law on Special Measures for
Municipal Mergers

(March 30th, 1985 Law No. 14)
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April, 1995

Enforcement of the Law concerning Partial
Amendments of the Law on Special Measures for

Municipal Mergers

(March 29th, 1995 Law No. 50)
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April, 1999

671

1,990

568

3,229
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Partial enforcement of the Law concerning the
Provisions of Laws concerned with the Promotion
of Decentralization

(July 16th, 1999 Law No.87)
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April, 2002
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Partial enforcement of the Law concerning
Partial Amendments of the Local Autonomy Law,
etc.

(March 30th, 2002 Law No.4)
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Enforcement of the Law concerning Partial
Amendments of the Law on Special Measures for

Municipal Mergers

(May 26th, 2004 Law No. 58)
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Enforcement of the Law on Special Measures for
Municipal Mergers, etc.

(May 26th, 2004 Law No.59)
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March, 2006 Expiry of the transitional measures of the Law
on Special Measures for Municipal Mergers

ERL184E4AH 779 844 197 1,820 | BEimAlETIHSE

April, 2006 Figures including the case of one municipality
obtaining the status of a city without a merger

ERL19%E3 A 782 830 195 1, 807 ERRISEITRAI0OEBADRAH

March, 2007 Figures estimated on November 10th, 2006
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